


modular desk furniture, a dog house
shaped like an igloo and drip pans.
“We do quite a bit of those drip pans,”
Robinson notes.

THE GREEN CHOICE
Robinson Industries vacuum forms,
thermoforms, extrudes and injection
molds polyethylene, polypropylene
and structural foam. It also provides
design and engineering, prototyping,
tooling and research. “Most of what
we do can be designed to be very
strong and resilient,” Robinson
explains. “I’ve been in plants before
that have been using the same pallets
for 15 years. They’re very durable.
“You might not think that plastic is
the green choice, but evaluating all
the information, it’s obvious that it is
the environmentally friendly alterna-
tive for parts and packaging, because

“IF YOU’RE BEING MORE
ENVIRONMENTALLY CON-
SCIOUS, YOU’RE PROBA-
BLY BEING MORE EFFI-
CIENT, WHICH MAKES US
A BETTER SUPPLIER.”
-Ronda Robinson

you can reuse it for years, and then
when you’re done, it’s recyclable,”
she points out.

“Alot of what we make is made with
at least 50 percent recycled content
based on customer specifications.”

Plastic also does not harbor insects
or rodents as wood materials some-
times do. This makes it good packag-
ing for export businesses. Some
insects from other continents have
caused tree blights in places where
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they have been transported inadver-
tently in wood packaging.

“Plastic passes through customs
gates a lot better than wood does,”
Robinson maintains.

Other new products are large
reusable pallets contractors use to
ship drywall sheets to construction
sites. Some packaging now requires
assembly work based on shake tests
that are used to study the effects of
transit on parts. Since its achieve-
ment of ISO 9001:2000 certification,
Robinson Industries is continually
improvingits 100 acres of operations.

“If you’re being more environmen-
tally conscious, you’re probably being
more efficient, which makes us a bet-
ter supplier,” Robinson points out. “A
lot of things you do to be environ-
mentally correct helps you bring
down your cost.” mt
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